
Recommendations of the Workshop 
 
 

An international workshop was organized on “Development of Coal Based Non 

Conventional Energy Resources in India” under the aegis of CMPDI and India 

CMM /CBM Clearing House on 12th and 13th November, 2013 at CMPDI, Ranchi. 

The topic of the workshop was very contemporary and relevant as the whole 

world in general and the developing countries like India in particular, is facing 

very challenging task to meet its energy requirement the demand for which is 

growing at an exponential rate. In India the challenge in providing energy security 

for sustaining development is a Herculean task in view of the fact that there is 

limitation in availability of petroleum resources and coal production and their uses 

are of environmental concerns. Therefore, focus on development of coal based 

non conventional energy resources and development of CBM/CMM/UCG/Shale 

Gas etc. is being pursued internationally and India is also following suit.  

 

Assessing the aforesaid situation it is imperative to take steps for development of 

coal based non conventional energy resources and the workshop precisely 

focused on the issues involved in development of these resources in India and 

the remedial measures needed for creating conducive atmosphere for bringing 

national/international players in these fields. It has been a matter of great 

concern that the envisaged growth of CBM could not be achieved although 

Government has announced investor friendly liberal policy for CBM development. 

The workshop gave a very good opportunity to have face to face interaction with 

the policy makers, implementer of the projects, international experts in the field 

and representatives of technical and educational institutions. The deliberation 

made in the workshop and its rational analysis leads us to come to the following 

conclusion. 

 

1. There is an urgent need to expedite the development of coal based non 

conventional energy resources in the country. 



2. The main reasons for slow development of CBM and not meeting the 

envisaged production level as indicated by the implementer of the projects 

are related to delay in getting clearances, land acquisition problems and 

local problems in addition to simultaneous allotment of part areas falling 

within the allotted CBM Blocks for coal mining and infrastructure 

development. These issues have detrimental effect on development of 

CBM and as such Government needs to take care of the following: 

� CBM Blocks should be allotted in the areas where environmental 

and forest issues be minimized so that delay in getting clearance on 

this account could be avoided. 

� A minimum level of parametric data must be generated in the carved 

out / to be carved out blocks. 

� Simultaneous allotment of development of two resources viz coal 

and gas must be avoided to prevent litigation till such time the 

Government comes out with the policies of simultaneous and 

harnessing development of different resources within the same 

areas. 

� The administrative Ministry must take up the issues of law and order 

with the State Government for providing adequate security to the 

CBM operators. This will instill confidence in the operators and will 

facilitate investment by the CBM industry. 

� There was a greater focus on development of Coal Mine Methane 

(CMM) in the workshop and the views expressed by representatives 

of coal industry strongly recommend that the CMM development 

should be brought within the ambit of coal mining leaseholder so 

that the safety/other issues in taking up the CBM/CMM development 

in the coal mining areas are not compromised. It is therefore, 

recommended that the Government may issue necessary 

directive in this regard so that precious clean energy 

resource(CMM) is not wasted through ventilation in the 

atmosphere and is gainfully utilized. 



� In India, about 1BCM of CMM is venting out of Coal mines annually. 

If even 20% of this could be harnessed, it would be valued at INR 

288 crores approximately.  

 

3. Pertaining to shale gas development, it is recommended that the 

Government must come out with shale gas policy and the right of 

harnessing of shale gas from coal mining areas must be vested with coal 

mine operators. 

 

4. The resources of CBM, Shale gas should be fully utilized and monetized. 

 
 

5. A Joint Working Group with representatives from the Government, 

private and technical/academic institutes may be formed to share their 

respective knowledge and advancements made in the field of CBM/CMM 

development .The representation from international organizations may 

also be considered. 

 

6. Thrust on research and development in the field of CBM/CMM/Shale Gas 

should be increased which will support the development of these 

resources in India. 


